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LIFE futeriors

HOUSE POUR

Welcome to the modern home bar

a space that

transcends functionality. Here, we share expert tips on carving out an
elevated corner to enjoy a light tipple in the comfort of your home.

Words TING SHING KOH

[ youre a connoissear of spirils, there may be no
hetter way to e a long day than to take a leisurely
sip of a smooth single malt whisky or to open a
bottle of wine and let it breathe before taking that
first tipple. As intimate gatherings increasingly
Lake precedence over a rambunclious night oul in
town, the demand for a dedicated space in one’s
home where one can enjov a drink has become the
neweslinterior design lxation for spivil enthusiasts and
social buttertlies alike

From Japandi minimalism te boho chic, a
home's interior design is almost always a reflection
of those within, if not an extension of one’s lifestyle
and personalily. The same goes for a modern home
bar—when designing one, the opporlunities for self-
expression ahound.

With the rise of varyving interior design styles, the
idea of what a home bar looks like has shitted as well,
Gone are the linclenm Mooring, makeshirl barstools and
hall-stocked liquor cabinets. The home bar is no longer
relegalerd to a corner, but has instead been brought onto
the main stage, where its design is just as important as
its utility.

Mai Chongehaivo, chiel creative  officer  of
internationally renowned Hong Kong-based  design
studio Steve Lenng Hospitality, agrees. “A good home
bar poes far bevond jusl looking stylish,” he sayvs. “Unlike
commercial bars, boill for efficiency and W0 serve a
broad audience, a home bar should rellect the essence
of its owner. Whether the owner is a serious collector or
someone whe loves W entertain. the goal is o translate
that character into the space, making the bar not just
functional, but an extension of who they are.”

Founded by the eponvmous architecl, interior
amd product designer Steve Leung, this design group
lets its work speall for itsell, with a portfolio that spans
from one-of-a-kind residential homes in'l'okvo to award-
winming luxury hotels aroand the globe,

“When designing any space, understanding
what matters most to you is the utmost priority, This is
especially pertinent in Singapore, where space is often
limited and compacl,” Chongchaive adds. Here, the
designer shares some tips on how o achieve the pertect
halance hetween aesthetics and functionality, as well as
three products that will elevate any home bar, noomatter
yiour Style. e
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“Whether the owneris a
serious collector or SOMCoONE
wWho lozes to enteriain.

the goal is o make the

bar an evtension ot

who they are;”

i)

RULES OF DESIGN

1. LESS IS MORE

I semall spaces, elficient design is about precision. Keep
the backdrop elean and understated so that standout
elements, such as crvstal glassware or a beantitully cratted
hottle, can take centre stage.

2. FIND YOUR SPIRIT OF PASSION

dentifying vour prioritics is key in boilding a home bar
thatworks for vou, For instance, if you are passionale aboul
red wine, vour priority might be temperature or homidity
control, But it vou enjov both a red and a white from time
o time, it may be worthwhile to invest in cguipment that
caters lo each varietal's ideal storage conditions,

3. CURATION 1S KEY

Make vour home har feel intentional—it's not just another
piece of furniture, but a reflection of your personal tasie
and stvle. Understand your needs and cater vour products
to whiat suits v best.

4, LEAVE ROOM FOR SPONTANEITY

Don't feel the need to plan out every nook and cranny in
vour home bar. Allow some room for improvisalion so the
space grows with vou and your evolving tastes, nol just
with vour collection.

IMACES COURTESY OF STEVE LEUSGHOSEPITALITY. YE S0%0
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THE SHOPPING EDIT

Salute lamp

Designed by Steve Leung @s part of the
Muoorgen x SLO Andrea Bonini Smart Aceent
Lagmip Designer Series, this multifunctional
plece reimagines practical design with
artistic flair

Eurclea bar by Lema

This besufitully crafled storage wiiil fealores
leather or suede panelling that discreetly tncks
away glassware and fine spirits,

Evervday Baccarat les Minis Shot Set

AT epitorme of limeless lu:»:u:_\'. theses ivstal
glasses are the perfect ornament to fop of T your
home bar. elevating any drink served within,

THIS PACE

FROM TOP

Crystal glassware
and beautirully
crafted boltles take
centne slage al this
minimalist home bar,

The Salute lamp
features a scolplaral
black frame with

glowing, leaf-
like conpsiers.

FACING PAGE, TOF
The Eurelia bar by
Lema comes with a

o retractable trolley.
wlicly can by
positioned near
refrigeration units for
added convenience




