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Un tha Viatnamass resort island

of Phu Quoc, a faded hotel brand is
staging a comeaback with the debut
of a game-changing new property.

—— by Chris fchalkn

H, rEgeEnT. The mame did ring a bell

Wasn 't it this past-its-prime hotel group

iy now-retired  parents would have

lowead Busck in the: 1980, if enly they had

et wiealthy amd well troveled™ [ have

stayed at one of their properties once,

I Talpet And while my weekend there

wig perfecthy fine, it was ae forgettable ag any stay in

a anmewhal dated and rather heige buziness hotel

eouild™ve been, As a milleanial reaching adulthood

in an era where trai b seers like Edition, Rosewood,

and Alila constantly reshape U luxury lote| expe

rienoe, wou'll have to forgive me for thinking that
Regent’s bevday was long behind us.

[ wasn't abways that way, Founded in 1970 by

hospitabity kinggrins Boberd Burne Georg Rafwe],

ahied Adrian Zecha (who went on o create the Aman

AHOTOARAFHE BY CHRAIS BCHALKN

EEOu N the late "Sg), Hegent was ahvad of [ts time.
It waz the firet hotel brand to intraduce the fve-fix-
ture bty oo weve come boexpect from a five-atar
by, amd o ploneer when it come to private pools and
all-villn resorts, Renoamed lolels arouind the world
o few the Regent lag the Beverly Wilshire
Bevedy Hills, the Anantara Skam in Bangkok, The
Rite-Carlton Bal Hacbour in Mizm, Al o |1n|:-inl:.
||1-e-:.!‘-1||.|p:||h-:r||;||."=|11'|:| thee haglorie The Daicheste
i"I I.UI'-I.I':I |

Bt thse birmd Badled to keep up. Snazebor young
kofel companles took off with the haxury formals
Hegent introduced sod lored incressingly demand-
inig travelers with fashier dezigns, more immersive
expenences, and [Encier amenitles. (ver the dec-
sdes that followed, the business changged hanads
between limvestment growps from Taipet bo Manhat
i sunil suse s properiies revampsd inle Westins,
Marriotts, and Four Seasenses. By the maid-2000s,
Regent only had & few hotels still Aving its flag and
the brand shpped into oblivion. How the mighty
hd fallen,

So, when [ was imated to Vietnam in May io be
oiie of Ehe frst journalists to toy owt the just -opemned
Hegent Pla Cuoc, | was skeptical. [1IG Hotels &
Hesorts acguired s majority stake in Regent in 2008
and had big plans for the brand: taslematers from
the fashion and desipn world were hrought together
in focues grogeps to sdvise on sought-afier periks and
amonities for the | percent of 21st-=contury trovel-
cri. Visually, the brund sdentity was slickol apowith
new sinature colors teking on jewel lones and ce-
ladon green (the latter 5 & nod B ancient Chinese
pottery, which in turn references the hrand's Aslan
ropts). The Phu Quoc property was the first 1HG-led
Regont to have the brand’s reimagined halimarks
erbpeldid from soratch, But woulkd it be enough to
tum Regent Irom an up-to-snudl place o stay inko
dhest i matbom weo rthy teaveling oul of the way Foe?

When my airport transfer — a burgundy Range
Fower with sleek leather trimmings — pulled into
the oceanfront compound of which the Regent Fha
Qo ia & part, my shepticism only grew. FHw Qoo
MARLINA = INTEGRATED RESONT CoMPLEX thesign
af the ¢ntranee read in cartoonish, veintsow-hiscd
betiers, We drove past Hightly packed rows of [au-
French towmbouses in candy colors, which gave the
|1|.'u‘ve' an air of a Mediterranean [Haneviand. There
were villa clusters invarying states of construction,
anvid giant billboards advertBed lowering sea-view
comdomininms. I wasn'l exactly the sophisticated
islmmd byl T o boped to find,

Bt my impressions swiftly impeoved when |
entered the Regent's lobby, With maost of the lack-
luster surroundings ohscured by tropical gandens
that had grown hugh during the two-year pandemde
lull that delayed the opening the place stantly felt
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spocial, From tho check-in lounge, | looked out over
& spravwvling resort lakd oot lke o Horschach test,
with a total af 126 villas lining two pelm-fringed
lapanns on either side, hackdropped by two hotel
wings housing another 176 suites, Beyond a giant
glnssy indimity podd, Teould soe a sliver of gilver sand
.-.]-;irling the comst. Tn the Gstance a 1iu|1-ir||;_ |scaint
.?pullul'w:l ko the |._:'I|.v|_|pp!.' mothiengrees of the Gl
ot Thiailand,

Al £l Far endd of the hasakt-clad lobby gleamed 3
wall-gize artwork by Lasvit, & Caech glass-making
company. It took designer Petra Jumovd aml hee
local team three months of production amd many
maire weeks toarmnge each amd-blown glass orb
andd pearlescent bobble nto & prand reflection of
Mg Cueos's kaleidoscopic coral reed (it also lonked
like a jumble of supersize hard candies), Given
the eathusiastic introduction of the pioce, titled
Chuarmingy Deeps, by na less than e different stafl
members throughowt my stay, it was clear that this
wag the resopl's ]'lri-:h' and Jo 1|'.||||g."| I ey Camme
o see It as a gymbol of the meticulous care and

thowgh tfulncess this property was concelved with,

Spearbhioadod by Singapore- and Bangkok-hased
Elink Design Group, the design of the property
initially struck me as archetypal inaffensive — the
tried-and-tested hecury hotel paletie of creams,
grays, and taupes punctuated with sandy marhle
and cypross wood, which Tve sean ot new high-end
hentels From l'um_{lmk to Thong Hung Bt om closer
i1u|n.'|._'!|.|||:|. I cowld make cul distinctively Vietnam-
es fowches: P vaulted villa roofz mesdding to local
cuan ake-style dwellings; the ocourtyard-inspired
terraces adjpining the private pools; and the e
pattern (a rifl oo the roof trusses found in tradi-
tlonal vermmcular nechitectune) curved ko wooden
room dividers, printed on stallonery, amd swoven
into The bed linen

More telling of Regent's new direction, thouwh,
were the ilhsstrations by Romanionn artiE Saddo, As
prart of the reimagining of the brand, cvery Regent
htee]l will bhave & 2picially commissional lutm
tion recurring throughout the property, Begent Phu
ulIEh_"h chosen mobifl, which | found ]rriz'l.ll.'-d all over
the satiny bathmbes, umbrella linings, and staf’s
pockel squares, depicts a scene from a local folk tale

embellinhod with anchovies, black pearls, and pep
pereorns — somee of the isbnd s best-kniwn exports,

That evening, when [ shared my first impressions
with general manager Juan Losada over gin-heavyr
drinks at Fu Ear, the resort's mooflop sundownser
spot, he told me that it wos exactly the reaction o
anid hie feam hod tried to cenft, Tle recownbed hos
they carelully magined the oolor schemes (Conly a
thn bt of decadence — crystal amd gokl, just enough
tocreate a sparkbe™), and thought up the cact boci-
tion of each suite and vilka to maximize their ocoan
views. [t took the team months to pin down thae in
ot ool selection (art-focused coffee-twhle tonwes
by Phaidon and Kizzoll) amd choose just the rght
icdbetries (citrosy Acgua di Parma shampoos; teo
types of tonthpaste, minl or gingers, “The luxury
here is not sticky, 1 doesn’l get in your face,” Losada
concludied, “Tts more subtle. The new Regent s a
slmging b,

The more ime | spent arcund the nssert, the
better | umderstood what be meant, The amenities

privabe pools at every villa and some of the subles;
complimentury minibars stocked with Bolgion

heere, craft sodas, and Vietnamese choeokate; and
sy, B Qs first catarmaran for jaunts amaand
the LINESCO-listed Kien Giang Biosphore Resderve

rivaded those of some of Southesst Asin's highest-
el resoris. Here, however, they wene pressnted
without much hoo-ha, unimposing i the best pog-
gibde way. | wae smilarly impressed by my willas
kitchen, which came fully stocked with stosvelo)p,
e fridge, julcor maching, and all (gueests can alss
grder groceries of arrnge bor a private chel ), 1t was
meekhy downplayed as such a given, such a natural
hamehy combfiort, that it barely got 0 mention on the
hote]'s webaite,

I doubled that those kitchens would gel much
use, Lhouph, & the restasrants were oubstanding. |
had my breakfasts at Hice Market, a rattan-clad all-
day restaurant with a Chinese-Vietnamese menu
and breakias buflel sprosds of phe, local fruiiz, and
madtke-yoLr-rwn berheny e stations. For dinners, |
preferved the Ovesn Club, a breeey beachfront spot
wihere pixeas, pastas, and other Mediterrancan clas-
gics share the menu with chargrilled Phu Quaoc lob-
sters, sguid, and caviar farmed in s ancient water
system high up in the mountams of Sichuan, Soon,
the resort will slse uavedl Ok, a French-Japanoss
“Umaknse Aleller” helmed by an ex-Mobo ched

For Bepent, Pha (Quoc marks a fresh start, a tesi-
ing ground for new ideas and for the world tosee thst
the brand = back in the gnme, TTpcoming Regent
pripertiey include the Regent Hong Kong, o refur.
mshmentof the lconic InterContinental Hong kong
o the Kawloon waterfront (ehich, funnily enosgh,
ariginally debuted as one of the first Regent hotels
hack in 1980, Hotelr in Bali, Jakarta, and Eyoto are
also in the pipeline, with plans for more than 5
Fegenks bo open in the years to come, IF Begent Phu
Creine has gheen mie a taste of whiat the bramd has In
store, conslder this millennial 4 corvert. @

Irnl'u.-u_,'pm' regentholefLomn: doubles from 17885610
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