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STEVE LEUNG fells

Yernend Teen ctboud fris
passion for infusing ancient
CHINESE PHILOSOPTHY
inlo lis work, and the
EVOLUTION of lastes and
trends in Asia.

NTEVE LEUNG'S MOTTO of “Enjoy Life, Enj

it 15 one that has won kim global recognition. A

1gn” may be a simple ane, but

-r his carly beginnings vettung plans
as a building surveyor under the Hong Kong government and then wearing multiple
hats at n propenty developer's firm, the Hong Kong-horn architect went solo at age 30
in 1987, and soared.

Today, his Steve Leung Design (SLD) Group is listed on the main board of the
Homng Kong Stock Exchange, and boasts 13 brands that span architeeture, interiors

amd product design, and interior decorating and furnishing, It has been recognised

as the Warld's No.| Residential Design Firm by nterior Decig
100 Giants ranking four times from 2006 o 2020, and won over 210 international

W magazine in its Top

design and corporate awards, While s dual beadguarters are in Hong Kong and

Shanghai, with branch offices in Beijing and Guangzhou, the group has complewed
projects across 100 ciges worldwide, including Singapore’s The Orchard Residences, e
Yet, the man who founded o corporation that employs over 500 and eamed

wture style as “simple, EPESHEYEN

himsell the “starchitect” namesake woukd only describe hi

elegant and funetional”™. Leung elaborates: My design refleets my own way of living,

which is simple yet refined, practical ver with an artistic sensibility. Many people
would deseribe my style as minimalist, though I believe [ employ the creativity w
explore different styles and to design withowt constraints. A contemporary aesthetic
and clean lines, with subtle Asian touches aned details hinting w my Asian roots aded

sophistication to my work,”

In the following pages, the educator and industey advisor shares his inspirations,

wvision and rend fore

DRAWING ON CHINESE PHILOSOPHY

“The essence of traditional Chinese philosophy and principles tie in with my design thinking and approach. T helieve that Clockwise from
above:

gorod design is human-centred (ELA R4 - i secks a perfeer balance between aesthietics and functionality (o serve people in

S 3 1l the best way possible, Harmony between human and pature C8A G ) is another key element that o

emplifies my holistic

approach through the generous emplovment of natural materials and full-length doors and windows to bring the natural

landscape into the interiors, My designs are also characterised by what in ancient Chinese philosophy is deseribed as “The ¢

Golden Mein® (PWZED, which can be roughly trnslated as “heanty of moderation between two spectrums’, imparti

refined quality to upscale projects, such as the Roval Pavilion in Shanghai, through the approach of understated luxury.
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THE MEANING OF HOME
“Since the carliest days of my childhood, T have always been a true nature lover.
I espeaially adore the wa and, whenever possible, 1 have always chosen to live in

proximity of the ocean. M allowing me 1o

current home is a step away from the ses
enjoy its stunning beauty every day. 1 believe natural landscapes have a healing power
ex. For my former residence in Hong
s Ocean Bay, | ried my best wo embody all the

that relieves us from the siress of our hectic
K

natural scenery has been infused within the space, complemented by soothing white

dgn principles Labide by: The

shades and contemporary lines to convey a sense of brightness and serenity that is
much-necded afier a long day of work,”™

ULTIMATE PERSONALISATION

“With work-from-home policies widely applicd worddwide, and considered a defauh

in many urban aties, design is already setting a new trend in oreating dedicated work
spaces within our homes. | foresee an even higher degree of customisation in our living
space, unfolding new opportun
and habats at bome. The past two yeans have also dawn mierest for private and highly personalised lifestyle experence.

n how we coneeive our usual working experience

Following the current travel and social restriciions, the Asian market witnessed an unexpected demand in customising
bespoke luxury yachts, which are seen as deluse floating villas, especially 10 the younger generation of Asian owners.”

BACKTO NATURE

“In the coming years, the itenor design industry will embrace the eco-friendly Tifestyle through a more boliste approach

By gradually encouraging biophilic and sustainable practices, design will prompt a more widespread employment of natural
materials and elements, reconnecting humans with natare within the builk environments, especially for those living in

today s urban jungles”

SMART LIVING

“Smart technologies will also become more universal, with ol (Internet of Things) changing the way we concave design
by providing a higher degree of cusiomisation. Recently, SLIY partnered with Moorgen, a global leading manufacturer
pioneering smart home systems, to lwmch the Moorgen Smart Home Experience Center in Guangzhou's Louvre Furnishing
AnCe

the living environment, By adopting sn

cr. Inspired by the humantouch and cutting-edge technology. its de: tegrates Moorgen smant home systems into

wrt solutions for atr conditioning and energy, adjustable hehing and home appli

[such as curta

15, doors and audio equipment), the overall design approach is focused
on lang-term sustainability. It shapes an environmentally friendly, comfortable and

persenalised environment that perfectly exemplifics omorrow’s living.”

MASTERY OF SPACE
“The need for increased space fiexibility will akso set a new trend in the mdustry, For
instance, in the post-Covid era, homes will definitely rely on a space designed 1o be
extra fexible and mulo-functional, b

ring the lines of traditonal dynamics between

our homes and workplaces. Homes will also become the space to enjoy a new way of

socialising, with dedicated areas to networking and entertaining. Another good example

from the Moorgen Smart Home Experience Center could be its ultra-maodemn theatre

and party mom that inegrate high-tech equipment and systems w offer an immersive

enterainment experience that emulates the sening of professional venues,”

THENEW ASIAN HOME
“In the past, specifically for Asiam homes, there was a general tendency o prefer a
Westorn elassical design approach. as clients believed this specific aesthetic would betrer

portray their affluence. This pereeption has spce changed a lot. In recent vears, T have

witnessetl a subtle shifi from a mere “materialisie losury approach (o a more hobsiic
lifestvle at lnrge. which tres

natural light and green scenery. The global pandemic has added a new focus 1o design

sures ndicators of guality of life such as fresh air, abundant

principles, such that sustainability and well-being are now prontie.”
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DEBUT IN MALAYSIA

“YOO8 Residenees Serviced by Kempinski was our debant project in Malaysia right
in the heart of Kuala Lumpur, overlooking the capital’s iconic Petronas Twin Towers.
Tt was vital for me o bring 4 new and unexpected benchmark into the local market,
and 1 believe that this project is evidence of how exceptional residences ran blend the
hest of comempaorary design, quality service and urban lifestyle, while also integraring
local cultural flavours within the space. It definitely was a unique experience to work
at 8 Conlay @ mixed-use development where YOO8 is located) and imteract with

our collaborators who, 1w our biggest surprise, also spoke Cantonese, as we de
mstant eonnection that cased the

Hong Kong! This language affinity sparked a
communication and collaboration process.”

ASIA. REPRESENT!
“In the last few years, in part also due o the strong impact of the pandemic, design
principles such as sustainability and well-being have become cssential, with green
building standards like LEED and WELL increasingly requested and adopied.
Asia take on a more

1 hope w sex ing approach twwards this green direction,
rruly implementing design as a powerful ol 10 tackle societal and environmental
s and planct. AL SLD, we are

committed to spearhrading wellness design in Asia by explonng a

challenges for the greatest good of our communit

e hmanised

and holistic paradigm. For example, our headguarters in Hong Kong have been recognised as a WELL-certified Gold
project in 2019, excelling in seven categories of building performanece -~ Air, Water, Light, Nourishment, Fitness, Comfort

and Mind. materialising what we regard as ‘good design”.

DREAMING OF JAKARTA

“I have conceprualised many residential projects in Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand, exploring the local cultures and
features of these countries. Now, 1 would be thrilled 1o embark on a new creative adventure in Indonesia. 1 have always
nat ural

been impressed and intigued by the country’s rich heritage and diverse ethnicities, culiures, religions and evel

biodiversity. In the future, | hope 10 expand my design footprint to the country’s capital and most dynamic business hub

Jakarta, T would love to create a residential retreat in this rapidly evolving and multiculiural city, bringing new heights of

quality living to the world's second most populous urban area.”™
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MOST EXCITING ASIAN CITY
“T would have 10 say it is the Guangdeng-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Arca
1 links thriving =5 like Hong Kong, Macao, € gzhion, Shenzhen, Zhuhai
and Foshan inio an imtegrated economic and business bub. It encompasses a

A
of about 56,000 sq km and a population of over 72 million, The Greater Bay Area’s
surrpurkdings also combine technology and infrastucural excellence, becoming a

great source of inspiration for wday's contemporary dedgn seene in Asia

SLD has already developed quite a number of projects there. A

1g oir most agnature projects, D would like o mention
One Shenzhen Bay, which redefines the quality of urban Iving by introducing an understated luxury and contemporary
residential design in eollaboration with renownied foreign designers. Another exciting project is the FreeSky Observation
Deck a Ping An Finanee Centre, the talles building and landmark in Shenzhen. Inspived by the moving douds seen from
the tap of the skvseraper, the observation deck offers a cinemaric and futuristic experience for visitors 1o the top floor. While

in the coastal city Zhuhai, adjacent to the avant-garde structure of the Zhuhai Opera House, we designed a mesmerising club
space, with mteriors that have been conceptualised around futuristic elements and techmeolour neon, immersing visitors in
a multi-senserial, illusory experience.”




